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 (i) 6:53 (j) 7:09 (k) 7:20 (l) 7:29 (m) 8:10 (n) 8:21 **The Speaker's Notes: Lincoln was one of the most misunderstood men in the history of our country. In a speech before the Young Men's Lyceum in Springfield, Illinois on June 26, 1856, he said the following:** **"I have been driven many times to my knees by the overwhelming conviction that I had no ground for hope. I felt as if I were
descending into Hell. But when I got upon my feet again, the sun was still in the sky, the sky was still above me, and I was still on earth, with hope in my heart. So let us, if God allows us to live, and be enabled to live, nobly and well; that is all. Let us not seek to add years to our lives or years to our years, but let us seek to be in our time and place faithful and useful, to God and our country."** **This
Lincoln quote is the motto of the Abraham Lincoln Vampire Hunter Society, an organization made up of people like me, who believe that we are an underrepresented minority in the world of the undead. Our organization is modeled on the Temperance Brigade, the vigilante group that fought against the unrighteous. There is a subsection of us called the Bladekeepers, who are not only feared for our
abilities, but also feared for our hunting techniques. This is why we prefer to be called vampire hunters.** **A lot of people mistake what I do for hunting vampires. It isn't hunting. For me, it is a quest for peace and tolerance for people like me, whom most people find disgusting and repulsive.** **Lincoln's goal was not to bring down the vampire from the neck up. His goal was to keep the peace.
He thought that if we were content, no one would want to attack us. His words ring true today. We are not a "preferred" minority, we are not a power that must be taken down, but a common and necessary addition to society.** **If you read my diary, you will see that I've gone to great lengths to bring down this vampire. I have even built an entire weapon out of a lesser vampire's corpse. I have been
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